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COOPERATIVE PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT


CHURCH NAME: 											

The Baptist Resource Network (BRN) of Pennsylvania/South Jersey (PA/SJ) is one of 41 state conventions related to the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC). Our central office of operation, the “Hub” as we call it, is in Harrisburg, PA and our team is located strategically throughout our regions. The BRN geography of servicing typically consists of Pennsylvania and Southern New Jersey and we are comprised of hundreds of churches situated across four regions throughout this geography: West Region, Central Region, Greater Philadelphia Region, and South Jersey Region. 
The BRN has a clear vision to see every church within its geography become a healthy, multiplying church. Our mission is to carry out that vision and the mission of Accelerating Kingdom Movement. There are three characteristics of all healthy churches: they engage missionally in the community, make disciples, and they develop leaders. The main priority of the BRN is helping your church strengthen these three behaviors so that you can expand the Kingdom of God.

Jesus commissioned His Church to “go and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). We realize that no one individual or local church can accomplish this mission alone, so we choose to partner as we can accomplish more together than we can separately.

The BRN highly values partnership with your church. We love cooperating to help churches become effective in fulfilling the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ. True partnership works when churches are involved and committed together to reach this goal. We want and desire to work with you to accomplish this mission. Churches may opt to become Full Members, who cooperate with the BRN and the SBC, or Associate Members, who participate only with the BRN.

Financial giving to the Cooperative Progam is one of the largest ways we can accomplish more together as this directly funds the ministry and missions efforts of the BRN and the SBC, depending on your membership status, which allow the continued servicing of churches and the advancement of the Gospel in our geographical are which allow the continued servicing of churches and the advancement of the Gospel in our geographical areas, the nation, and the world. The more your church is able to contribute, the more we are able to advance the Kingdom.

Each local church is autonomous and the BRN has no ecclesiastical authority over the church. Churches affiliate with the BRN voluntarily to work together to reach the world for Christ. Affiliated churches shall be member churches of the BRN, which allows messengers from the church to vote on business matters at the BRN Annual Gathering, and if applicable, and the SBC National Convention. 
We are so grateful for churches like yours that desire to do ministry together for the sake of the 14+ million people in our four regions that do not have a relationship with Jesus. 
PARTNERSHIP BENEFITS

These benefits along with a comprehensive look at the BRN can be found in our online version of the Your BRN Family guide here: www.brnunited.org/yourbrnfamily. The information below shows the benefits for Full Member churches (churches who fully participate in the BRN and the Southern Baptist Convention) and Associate Members (churches who choose only to participate in the BRN).

	BENEFITS FOR PARTNERING CHURCH
	Full
	Associate

	Servicing/Resourcing
	 
	 

	   Church Servicing and Resourcing
	x
	x

	   Network connection and engagement
	x
	x

	   Ministry Grants
	x
	x

	   North American Mission Board Evangelism Grants
	x
	 

	   Legacy Workshops (Estate and Wills)
	x
	x

	   Church Health assistance and evaluations
	x
	x

	   Compassion Ministry assistance
	x
	x

	   Communications assistance
	x
	x

	   Collegiate Ministry assistance
	x
	x

	   Minister's Wives assistance
	x
	x

	   Women's Ministry assistance
	x
	x

	   Disaster Relief opportunities
	x
	x

	   Free Community Demographic Reporting
	x
	x

	   Lending Library of Bible Studies and Resources
	x
	x

	   Missions Housing
	x
	x

	   Ministry Job Board
	x
	x

	   Missions Service Opportunities
	x
	x

	   Guest Speaking/Preaching
	x
	x

	   Accelerated Internships
	x
	x

	   Guest House Respite for pastors
	x
	x

	   Cohorts, trainings, gatherings, and networking 
	x
	x

	   Next Step Consultations and Conversations
	x
	x

	   Church Planting assistance and coaching
	x
	x

	   Ongoing Church Planter Funding
	x
	 

	   BRN Training Center Usage
	x
	x

	   Weekly Network Communication
	x
	x

	   Pastor Prayer Line
	x
	x

	   Pastor Blessing Opportunities
	x
	x

	   Prayer Support and Encouragement
	x
	x

	   Helpdesk support
	x
	x

	   Church Administration Helps
	x
	x

	   Constitution and Bylaws Administrative review
	x
	x

	   Child Abuse Helps and Resources
	x
	x

	   Evangelism & Discipleship Resource kits
	x
	x

	   VBS Training
	x
	x

	   Share your church's God Story (church news)
	x
	x

	   BRN Resource tools
	x
	x

	 
	 
	 

	Partnerships
	 
	 

	   GuideStone as a Insurance & Retirement Provider
	x
	x

	   GuideStone Additional Convention Paid Benefits for Pastors
	x
	 

	   Alliance Defending Freedom Discount
	x
	x

	   Discounted Legal Counsel consultations
	x
	x

	   Free RightNow Media (pastor) & church discounts
	x
	x

	   Ministry Trust Investments
	x
	x

	   WatersEdge Ministry Services (Loans, Accounting, Invest.)
	x
	x

	   Christian Timber Reserve Investment Services
	x
	x

	   Missions partnerships from other states
	x
	x

	   Preferred Ministry Insurance thru Brotherhood Mutual
	x
	x

	 
	 
	 

	Messengers & Voting
	 
	 

	   BRN Business Session
	x
	

	   SBC Convention
	x
	 

	   BRN Executive Board Eligibility
	x
	 

	   SBC Entity Board/Trustee Participation
	x
	

	 
	 
	 

	Conferences/Events
	 
	 

	   Accelerate Conference & Annual Networking Gathering
	x
	x

	   Advance Evangelism Conference
	x
	x

	   Amplify Youth Conference
	x
	x

	   Other
	x
	x

	 
	 
	 

	Other Benefits
	 
	 

	   Unified Missions Giving Opportunities
	x
	x

	   Pastoral Wellness Resources
	x
	x

	   SBC Seminary Discount
	x
	 

	   Lancaster Bible Discount
	x
	x

	   501(c)(3) Group Exemption
	x
	 

	   International Mission Board Missionary Speakers
	x
	 




PARTNERSHIP AFFILIATION PROCESS

1. Pastor (and church elders, if desired) meets with a BRN team member(s) to discuss the BRN and complete the attached Affirmation Statements. Discussion will include the BRN Constitution & Bylaws, Baptist Faith & Message, the Cooperative Program, support of the BRN direction & vision, and the Annual Church Profile (ACP).

2. The Church shall submit all the items from the following checklist to the BRN by mail or email (helpdesk@brnunited.org)
Baptist Resource Network Hub
4620 Fritchey Street
Harrisburg, PA 17109 
	 The signed Affirmation Statements and Validation on the following pages;
	 Church Information sheet (below);
	 A contribution to the Cooperative Program;
		 A copy of your church Constitution & By-laws;
		 PA Churches: Church to submit current Clearances for the Lead/Senior pastor(s);
	 NJ Churches: Church to submit recent (within 5 years) background checks for the  
 Lead/Senior pastor(s);
	 A brief statement indicating your church is in compliance with state laws as it pertains to the protection of minors; Abuse Prevention Compliance Statement
	 A brief statement indicating why the church desires to join together in Gospel ministry with the BRN to advance the Great Commission as identified in Matthew 28:19-20 and the Biblical implementation plan outlined by Jesus in Acts 1:8. Gospel Ministry Statement
	 A brief statement indicating whether or not your church affirms the latest version of the Baptist Faith & Message. Please include in this statement a discussion of any portion of the Baptist Faith & Message that your church or church leadership does not affirm or agree with in faith and practice.

3. The BRN will communicate back to your church once the affiliation has been processed and approved. Full Members should receive both an SBC Identification number as well as a financial giving number from the BRN upon completion of the affiliation. Associate Members will receive a financial giving number from the BRN. 
a. The SBC ID Number will be used to identify your church in the nationwide SBC database. It will allow you to file the Annual Church Profile, post job postings on sbc.net, participate in the Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting, make purchases through LifeWay, update your church info in the SBC database, etc.
b. The financial giving number is issued by the BRN and is used when submitting Cooperative Program or other contributions to the BRN. This number ensures that your gift is applied properly in our contribution system.



PARTNERSHIP AFFIRMATION STATEMENTS

We are requesting the following level of affiliation:

____ Full Membership (BRN/SBC)
____ Associate Membership (BRN Only)

Affirmation #1: We, the							 (church name), 

of 										 (street address)

							, 	, 		   do hereby 
(City)						    	  (State)  (Zip)

request affiliation with the Baptist Resource Network. We desire to participate in the Christian mission, fellowship, and behaviors (Intentional Discipleship, Leadership Development, and Missional Engagement) of the Baptist Resource Network and if applicable, the Southern Baptist Convention.

The BRN Constitution & By-laws states a cooperating church is one that regularly contributes to the Cooperative Program, affirms in belief and practice the most recent Baptist Faith & Message as adopted by the SBC in annual session, and regularly completes the Annual Church Profile (church statistical report). Our congregation has voted to affirm or approve this action on 		  (insert date).

Affirmation #2: (Please initial the blank before each statement that the church affirms.)

· 	  Our church affirms the most recently adopted doctrinal statements of the Southern Baptist Convention called the Baptist Faith and Message, as a fair representation of the doctrinal position of our church.

· 	 Our church affirms that it desires to take advantage of educational, inspirational, church servicing, and organizational business activities of the Baptist Resource Network and if applicable, the Southern Baptist Convention.

· 	 Our church will make a regular financial contribution through the Cooperative Program which supports cooperative missions in advancing the Great Commission both locally and globally. Our church is committing to which of the following:

[Enter a dollar amount in A or a percent in B, then check the frequency of giving]	
A. Fixed dollar amount of $ 	 annually, which will be given… 
	 Monthly,  	     Quarterly, or 	 Annually.
B. Percentage amount, 	   % of undesignated tithes and offerings, which will be given… 
	 Monthly,  	     Quarterly, or 	 Annually.
	
· 	 Each year our church will complete the Annual Church Profile (ACP) that indicates the strength and health of our individual church ministry.

· 	 Our church affirms that we are compliant with all state laws and regulations as it pertains to protecting children from abuse and has implemented church-wide policies as a protection for minors. (Churches out of compliance shall remain as non-affiliated)

· 	 Our church affirms that if at any time the partnership with the BRN is no longer desirable, communication will be made as soon as possible.

· 	 Our church affirms to pray for the partnership and the work of the BRN.
Please Complete the Following Church Information


CHURCH INFORMATION:
Official Name of Church 										
Preferred Mailing Address 										
City, State, and Zip Code 										
Location of Worship if Different from Above 							
City, State, and Zip Code 										
County 												
Name of Pastor 											
Pastor Work Status: ____ Bi-Vocational; ____ Co-Vocational; ____ Full-Time; ____ Part-Time
Name of Pastor’s Spouse 										
Name of Church Secretary or Admin Assistant ________________________________________
Church Website Address 										
Church Phone 												
Church Incorporation Date 										
Church Office Hours 											
Church Email Address 										
Primary Ethnic/Racial Demographic 									
Secondary Ethnic/Racial Demographic 								
Primary Language Spoken 										
Average Worship Attendance 									
Please Complete the Primary Contact Information Below

Name 													
Position in Church 											
Address 												
Phone 													
Cell Phone 												
Email 													

Cooperative Program
The Cooperative Program is a unified plan of giving through which Full Members, fully cooperating Southern Baptist churches who give a percentage of their undesignated receipts in support of their respective state convention (the Baptist Resource Network) and the Southern Baptist Convention missions and ministries. Associate Members give directly to the Baptist Resource Network.
Many churches send their financial gifts and offerings via public post. We receive them (payable to Baptist Resource Network) at: Baptist Resource Network, 4620 Fritchey Street, Harrisburg, PA 17109.
However, in addition to mailing contribution checks, churches and individuals can give securely online through our easy-to-use online giving tool. Since we are a network of churches spanning such large territory, two states, and with many partners around the country and world, we find that this safe and flexible option is the easiest way for churches and individuals to give to the Cooperative Program and/or other special offerings.
You may set up automatic payments or make a one-time donation. Here, you can easily manage your giving amount and specify where the funds should be applied. If you have questions concerning giving or for more information about online giving, please reach out to us by email at helpdesk@brnunited.org.



PARTNERSHIP VALIDATION & COVENANT

Our church has prayerfully considered the ministry, organization, and mission efforts of the BRN and Southern Baptists. We believe our church, and the cause of Christ, will benefit from this partnership with the BRN and if applicable, the SBC. We affirm this affiliation agreement, the Baptist Faith & Message, agree to contribute to the Cooperative Program, and complete the Annual Church Profile. We have asked questions where necessary and agree to covenant together as partners in the Gospel.
[Please complete all three signature spaces below]

1. Print Name												
(Pastor) 

Signature 								Date				
(Pastor) 


2. Print Name								Title				
(Authorized Clerk, Elder/Deacon, or Trustee)
	
Signature 								Date				
 	(Authorized Clerk, Elder/Deacon, or Trustee)


3. Print Name								Title				
 	(Authorized Clerk, Elder/Deacon, or Trustee)
	
Signature 								Date				
 	(Authorized Clerk, Elder/Deacon, or Trustee)

(Please retain a copy of this filing for your church records)

We are excited about partnering together for the Gospel! Please feel free to reach out to us if you have a need. We can be reached through the following ways:
Toll-free: 1.800.451.6599
Call or text: 717.652.5856
Email: helpdesk@brnunited.org
www.brnunited.org
Find us on social media: @BaptistResourceNetwork
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