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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ABORTION and the BIBLE/CHRISTIAN VIEWPOINT
by Pastor Keith G. Koch - July 3, 2022

(all verses from the NIV Bible)

INTRODUCTION:  Some people say: “The Bible does not say anything about abortion.” or, “God doesn’t say anything about abortion.”

Although the Bible does not use the word “abortion” that doesn’t mean God doesn’t care about abortion. There are countless wrong things that are not mentioned by name in the Bible.

Rather than list everything that would be against God’s will, the Bible gives us truths and guidelines that we can apply in our lives. In this Bible study, you will read many verses that make God’s position about abortion very clear.

I. 
ONLY GOD CAN CREATE LIFE.

A. 
God is the one who gave us life.

1. 
The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.  (Genesis 2:7)

2. 
Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed.  (Genesis 2:8)

3. 
So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.  
(Genesis 2:21-22)

4. 
Genesis 4:1   Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, "With the help of the Lord I have brought forth a man." 
5. 
You gave me life and showed me kindness, and in your providence watched over my spirit.  (Job 10:12)

6. 
Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.  (Psalm 100:3)

B. 
God gave life to ALL “living creatures” – ALL creatures:  the sea creatures, the birds of the air, and those who move on the ground.  (Genesis 1:20-28)

1. 
God allowed ALL animals to “Be fruitful and increase in number” ... according to their kinds...”  (Genesis 1:22-25)

a. 
This rules out evolution –  that one kind of animal can change or make into another kind of living animal.

b. 
Only God can allow ALL animals to multiply their special kinds.

c. 
It also rules out that mankind can never create any living animals. 

2. 
God also allowed humans to “Be fruitful and crease in number; fill the earth...” (Genesis 1:28)

a. 
Thus rules our that any animal could be changed into a living human.

b. 
It shows that ONLY God can allow a woman to be pregnant and make another human.  

(1) 
Or put another way: sperm from man + egg from woman + GOD = another living human.

(2) 
Exceptions:

(a) 
Eve: man + God = woman (Eve)

(b) 
Jesus: woman (Mary) + God = Jesus (Man/God)

c. 
It also rules out that mankind, apart from God, can never create another living human.

3. 
Life is a gift from God. It should be cherished. It should be nourished.

It should be protected.

C. 
God describes a fetus (baby) in the womb as His work in making a human being.

1. 
God sees unborn children as growing human beings. In the following verses, we don’t have to wonder what God thinks about life in the womb and abortion.

2. 
Did not he who made me in the womb make them? Did not the same one form us both within our mothers?  (Job 31:15)

3. 
Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in you even at my mother’s breast. From birth I was cast upon you; from my mother’s womb you have been my God.  (Psalm 22:9-10)

4. 
From birth I have relied on you; you brought me forth from my mother's womb. I will ever praise you.  (Psalms 71:6)

5. 
For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.  (Psalm 139:13-16)

6. 
 As you do not know the path of the wind, or how the body is formed in a mother's womb, so you cannot understand the work of God, the Maker of all things. 

(Ecclesiastes 11:5)

7. 
This is what the LORD says— he who made you, who formed you in the womb, and who will help you… (Isaiah 44:2)

8. 
This is what the Lord says — your Redeemer, who formed you in the womb - I am the Lord, who has made all things, who alone stretched out the heavens, who spread out the earth by myself,  (Isaiah 44:24)

9. 
Listen to me, O house of Jacob, all you who remain of the house of Israel, you whom I have upheld since you were conceived, and have carried since your birth. Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, I am he who will sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I will rescue you. (Isaiah 46:3-4)

10. 
And now the LORD says— he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD and my God has been my strength.  (Isaiah 49:5)

11. 
Do I bring to the moment of birth and not give delivery?" says the Lord. "Do I close up the womb when I bring to delivery?" says your God.  (Isaiah 66:9)

12. 
The word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”   (Jeremiah 1:4-5)

13. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.”  (Luke 1:41-42, 44)

D. 
Egypt and “abortion” Exodus 1:15-2:10  Please read this passage about the birth of Moses.

1. 
Note:  That the king of Egypt wanted every boy at birth to be killed.  

(Exodus 1:16, 22)

2. 
Note:  The midwives feared God and did not do this.  (Exodus 1:17)

3. 
Note:  God rewarded the midwives with families of their own.  (Exodus 2:20-21)

4. 
Note:  Moses’ parents did not kill their son.  (Exodus 2:1-4)

5. 
Note:  God allowed Moses’ mother to raise her son.  (Exodus 2:8-9)

II. 
GOD CAN OPEN AND/OR CLOSE THE WOMB.
A. 
Womb(s) are mention 71 times in our Bibles.

B. 
God can “close” a womb so a woman cannot conceive a child.

1. 
But to Hannah he [her husband] gave a double portion because he loved her, and the Lord had closed her womb. And because the Lord had closed her womb, her rival kept provoking her in order to irritate her.  (1 Samuel 1:5-7)

2. 
In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the Lord. And she made a vow, saying, "O Lord Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant's misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head."  

(1 Samuel 1:10-11 )

3. 
When the Lord saw that Leah was not loved, he opened her womb, but Rachel was barren.  (Genesis 29:31)

C. 
God can “open” a womb so a woman can conceive and have a child

1. 
God’s blessing on the Nation of Israel if they worship Him as God:  Worship the Lord your God, and his blessing will be on your food and water. I will take away sickness from among you, and none will miscarry or be barren in your land. I will give you a full life span.  (Exodus 23:25-26)

2. 
Then Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech, his wife and his slave girls so they could have children again, (Genesis 20:17)

3. 
When the Lord saw that Leah was not loved, he opened her womb, but Rachel was barren. Leah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him Reuben, for she said, "It is because the Lord has seen my misery. Surely my husband will love me now."  She conceived again, and when she gave birth to a son she said, "Because the Lord heard that I am not loved, he gave me this one too." So she named him Simeon.  Again she conceived, and when she gave birth to a son she said, "Now at last my husband will become attached to me, because I have borne him three sons." So he was named Levi.  She conceived again, and when she gave birth to a son she said, "This time I will praise the Lord." So she named him Judah. Then she stopped having children.  (Genesis 29:31-35)

4. 
The Lord said to her, "Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger."  When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb.   (Genesis 25:23-24)

5. 
Then God remembered Rachel; he listened to her and opened her womb. She became pregnant and gave birth to a son and said, "God has taken away my disgrace." (Genesis 30:22-23)

6. 
Elkanah lay with Hannah his wife, and the Lord remembered her. So in the course of time Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, saying, "Because I asked the Lord for him."  (1 Samuel 1:19-20)

7. 
But the angel said to him: "Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John. 

(Luke 1:13-14)

8. 
Zechariah asked the angel, "How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years. The angel answered, "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their proper time."   (Luke 1:18-20)

9. 
By faith Abraham, even though he was past age — and Sarah herself was barren — was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. 
(Hebrews 11:11-12)

10. 
Abraham and Sarah were already old and well advanced in years, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, "After I am worn out and my master is old, will I now have this pleasure?"   (Genesis 18:11-12) 
11. 
Look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. When I called him he was but one, and I blessed him and made him many.  (Isaiah 51:2) 

12. 
Without weakening in his [Abraham’s] faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead — since he was about a hundred years old — and that Sarah's womb was also dead. Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God,  being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.   (Romans 4:19-22) 

13. 
For this was how the promise was stated: "At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son."   (Romans 9:9)

14. 
And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.   
(Hebrews 11:12)

III. 
OUR BODY IS NOT OUR OWN, OUR BODY BELONGS TO THE LORD.
A. 
Romans 12:1-2     Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.
B. 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20    Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 

IV. 
GOD SAYS MURDER IS A SIN.
A. 
The Bible does not specifically use the word “abortion,”  but it’s clear about “murder.”


You shall not murder.  (Exodus 20:13;  Deuteronomy 5:17;  Matthew 15:19; 19:18;  

Mark 10:19;  Luke 18:20;  Romans 13:9;  James 2:11) 

B. 
God calls us to protect the defenseless, including children.

1. 
One of the key themes throughout the Bible and historical Christianity is that we should be concerned about the welfare of the poor, weak, and helpless. Many Scriptures make this very clear. For example:

a. 
Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed. Rescue the weak and needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.   (Psalm 82:3-4)

b. 
Rescue those being led away to death; hold back those staggering toward slaughter. If you say, “But we knew nothing about this,” does not he who weighs the heart perceive it? Does not he who guards your life know it? Will he not repay each person according to what he has done?  
(Proverbs 24:11-12)

c. 
Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.   ( James 1:27)

(1) 
Although James was not writing about God’s attitude about abortion, the principle is clear: We should be concerned about those who are unable to care for themselves.

(2) 
An unborn child is totally helpless and unable to care for himself or herself.

C. 
Our God loves us and can forgive any of our sins when we confess them to Him.
1. 
God forgives those who had an abortion when they ask.

a. 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  (Psalm 51:1-2)

b. 
Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  (Psalm 51:9-10)

c. 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.  (1 John 1:9-2:1)

2. 
Ask God to reveal his love for you. 

a. 
God’s love for us—and God’s love for you—is amazing. 

b. 
 Even his commands, which sometime may seem hard, are for our good.


